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II, 


pbobau vriM&viamz im ”a5m miu 

first reports fro* Ssmdi Arm Ms slier 
death of Xing Ikt Sand indicate: 

A. Wo immediate break is maintaining 
csstrsl authority seder see ling Bead, 

B. It oil ssd military isstsllstiese os 
Permits Golf are safe, 

C. Me change ia Saadi relatiosa with IS 
nor la Saadi suspicions of British 
lateatioas. 

Long-range difficulties, however, can 
three tea position of Mad and indirectly 
affeet American interests on Persian Gulf: 
A. Sand's ability tad authority are largej 
mates ted. Former crown price previous] 
leaned on and was bached by prestige 
of ihn Sand, who single-handedly 


molted kingdosbocuMENTwo. 

NO c HANGE in class! 
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B. Conflicting anbitiow* ;*#***• 
princes and of ficinin will 
test Sand's capacity to 
together. Most isjK»rtani;^/t^^| 

X. well-known but ailing brotbnr j| 
Faisal, who is foreign main 
and who has now been design* 
crown prince. 

2 . Finance Minister Sulaiaan, 
confidant of Ibn Sand, 

25X6 financier, 

shrewd and contentions . 

3. Ibn Jalnwi , strong governor of 
eastern province where ARWKJO . 
installations and Dhahran air 
field are located. 

4. Anbitious deputy foreign minister 
Yn-suf Yassin, generally cossi 
difficult and anti-Anerioas , 



10007-7 


Approved For Release 2000/08/29 2 : ei A-RDP79R00890A00O^|1 0007j-7 


Approved For Release 

C. External difficulties which can 
enhance Saud's domestic problems: 

1. Dispute with Britain over the 
Buraimi oasis, which may intensify 
rivalry between British-led tribal 
sheikhs (along Persian Gulf around 
to Aden) and Arab leaders loyal to 
Saudi Court. 

2. Unknown effect of Ibn Saud’s death 
on Saudi Arabia's position in Arab 
world. Saud visited several Arab 
states earlier this year, but his 
influence is still uncertain. 
Possibility therefore of renewal 
of traditional Saudi hostility 
toward Iraq and weakened ties 
with Egypt and Syria. 
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